THE SUN  AND   THE   SERPENT

by seats arranged somewhat in the form of an
amphitheatre. Here each caste and family has
its allotted position, according to ancient custom.

Besides the regular festivals, gatherings occur
at the temples on other important occasions, as
when the people meet to consult their gods through
the medium of the inspired prophets. Such
assemblages usually occur in case of war, famine,
or pestilence. Sometimes several deities meet
in conclave, each being represented by his temple
officials. Such a convocation is probably re-
ferred to in the passage in the Mahabharata,
which tells us that the gods (Devas), having
assembled on the banks of the Saraswati, there
installed the excellent Naga Vasuki as king of all
the serpents.1

The priests of most of these temples, whether
of. the Nagas or of the Devas, are Kshatriyas,
or Khuttris as they are called in the vernacular.
Iif.lhis, we have a survival of ancient customs
existing" in the far-off days when the Kshatriya
chief offered his own sacrifices.

At some of the temples, however, the priests
are so-called " desi," or local, Brahmans. These
"belong to none of the known Brahmanical clans,
and are not recognized by them. They probably
are members of families who, from long connection

1 Mahabharata, Salya, Gudayudhya, p. xxvii. 149,
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